Mar 1G 200G 10:18RM Hensley Kim 8. Edgington, 720-377-0777 



Attorney Docket No. 233^590-USP 

Amtntimtntt tg tlrc Slalroii 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 
Hating of Claim? 

1 . (Currently amended) A system for processing a data packet, comprising: 
a paddle card slot operable to: 

receive a first paddle card operable to support a first communication protocol; 

and 

receive a second, paddle card operable to support a second communication 
protocol; and 

a packet processor coupled to the paddle card slot and operable to: 

determine whether a received paddle card comprises the first paddle card or 
the second paddle card; 

identify the communication protocol supported by the received paddle card; 

receive a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 

process the data packets according to the identified communication protocol; 

and 

transmit the data packets to a switch card* 
wherein the received paddle card comprises a plurality of lanes operable to 
communicate the data packets and the packet processor comprises a receiving control unit 
comprising a plurality of p orta and operable to associate the lanes with the ports in response 
to the identified commu nication protocol. 

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the packet processor is operable to: 
. receive a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 

process the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; and 
transmit the data packets to the received paddle card. 

3. (Original) The system of Claim 1 /wherein the packet processor comprises a 
receiving control unit operable to establish a link operable to communicate the data packets 
according to the identified communication protocol. 

4. (Original) The system of Claim 1 , wherein the packet processor comprises a 
receiving control unit comprising: 
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" * a first protocol state machine operable to establish a link operable to support the first 
communication protocol; and 

a second protocol state machine operable to establish a link operable to support the 
second communication protocol, the receiving control unit operable to select the first protocol 
state machine or the second protocol state machine to establish a link operable to support 
the identified communication protocol. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The system of Claim 1 p wherein the packet processor comprises a 
forwarding system comprising a first level and a second level, the first level operable to: 

compare a packet destination address of a first data packet to an entry destination 
address; 

assign a port identifier If the packet destination address matches the entry destination 
address; 

transmit the data packet to an entry of the second level In response to the 
comparison; and 

process a second data packet substantially when the second level processes the first 
data packet 

7. (Currently amended) A method for processing a data packet, comprising: 
receiving a paddle card comprising a first paddle card operable to support a first 

communication protocol era second paddle card operable to support a second 
communication protocol; 

Identifying the communication protocol supported by the receiving paddle card; 

receiving a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 

processing the date packets according to the Identified communication protocol; end 

transmitting the data packets to a switch card^and 

associating a Plurality nf tanea with a Plurality of ports In response to the Identified 
communication protocol, wherein the lanes are coupled t o the received paddle card and the 

ports are opgrable to receive the data packets from the lanw- 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising: 
receiving a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 

processing the data packets according to the identified communication protocol; and 
transmitting the data packets to the received paddte card. 
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9. (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising establishing a link operable to 
communicate the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 7, further comprising selecting a first protocol state 
machine or a second protocol state machine to establish a link operable to support the 
Identified communication protocol, the first protocol state machine operable to establish a 
link operable to support the first communication protocol, the second protocol state machine 
operable to establish a link operable to support the second communication protocol. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 7, further comprising: 

receiving a first data packet at a forwarding system comprising a first level and a 
second level; and 

at ths first tawl, 

comparing a packet destination address of the first data packet to an entry 
destination address; 

assigning a port Identifier if the packet destination address matches the entry 
destination address; 

transmitting the first data packet to an entry of the second level in response to 
the comparison; and 

processing a second data packet substantially when the second level 
processes the first data packet. 

1 3. (Currently amended) Logic for processing a data packet, the logic encoded in media 
and operable to: 

receive a paddle card comprising a first paddle card operable to support a first 
communication protocol or a second paddle card operable to support a second 
communication protocol; 

Identity the communication protocol supported by the received paddle card; 

receive a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 

process the data packets according to the identified communication protocol; &pt4 

transmit the data packets to a switch card : and 

associate a ply rgllty of lanes wtth a plurality of porta In response to the identified 
communication protocol, wherein the lanes are coupled to the received paddle card and the 
ports are operable to receive the date packets from the lanes. 
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14. (Original) The logic of Claim 1 3, further operable to: 
receive a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 

process the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol; and 
transmit the data packets to the received paddle card. 

15. (Original) The logic of Claim 1 3, further operable to establish a link operable to 
communicate the data packets according to the Identified communication protocol. 

16. (Original) The logic of Claim 1 3, further operable to select a first protocol state 
machine or a second protocol state machine to establish a link operable to support the 
Identified communication protocol, the first protocol state machine operable to establish a 
link operable to support the first communication protocol, the second protocol state machine 
operable to establish a link operable to support the second communication protocol. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Currently amended) The logic of Claim 13, further operable to: 

receive a first data packet at a forwarding system comprising a first level and a 
second level; and 

at ttraflrct Ipveli 

compare a packet destination address of the first data packet to an entry 
destination address; 

assign a port identifier If the packet destination address matches the entry 
destination address; 

transmit the first data packet to an entry of the second level In response to the 
comparison; and 

process a second data packet substantially when the second level processes 
the first data packet. 
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19. (Currently amejidBd) A system for processing a data packet, comprising: 

moans far receiving a paddle card comprising a first paddle card operable to support 

a first communication protocol or a second paddle card operable to support a second 

communication protocol; 

means for Identifying the communication protocol supported by the received paddle 

card; 

means for receiving a plurality of data packets tram the received paddle card; 
means for processing the data packets according to the identified communication 
protocol; and 

means for transmitting the data packets to a switch cardi§nd 

means far associating a plurality of lanes w ith a plurality of porta In response to the 
identified communication protocol, wherein the lanes are coupled to th e resajyad PaftJfr 
card and the porta are operable to receive the data packets from the japea. 
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Jcurxently amended) Asystem for processing a data packet comprising: 



a paddle card slot operable to: 

receive a first paddle card operable to support a first communication protocol; 

and 

receive a second paddle card operable to support a second communication 
protocol; and 

a packet processor coupled to the paddle card slot, the packet processor comprising 
a first protocol state machine operable to establish a link operable to support the first 
communication protocol, and a second protocol state machine operable to establish a link 
operable to support the second communication protocol, the packet processor operable to: 
determine whether a received paddle card comprises the first paddle card or 
the second paddle card; 

Identify the communication protocol supported by the received peddle card; 
select the first protocol state machine of the second protocol state machine to 
establish a link operable to support the Identified communication protocol; 
receive a plurality of data packets from the received paddle card; 
process the data packets according to the identified communication protocol; 
transmit the data packets to a switch card; 
receive a plurality of data packets from the switch card; 
process the data packets according b the identified communication protocol; 



transmit the data packets to the received paddle card* 

Whgrem ft* na^lred paddle card comprises a plurality of lanes operable to 
communicate the data packets and the packet processor comprises e receiving 
control unit comprising a plurality of pods and operable to associate the lanes wttb 
the porta in response to the Identified communication protocol . 



and 
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